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Placing flags at Pelham Cemetery 
     Sons of the American Legion Squadron 555, along with 

members of American Legion Matthew Blount Post 555 placed 

flags at veterans’ graves at Pelham Cemetery on Saturday, 

May 25. 

     This was the second annual event sponsored by the Sons. 

     Event coordinator John Atwell, Squadron 555’s first vice 

commander, said it’s important to recognize all veterans, not 

just those buried in the Alabama National Cemetery in Mon-

tevallo. 

     Other sponsors of the event included Boy Scout Troops 2 

and 404, Girl Scout Troop 30314 and Cahaba Valley Elks 

Lodge 1738. 
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Be sure to attend our  

JUNE Post 

Meeting! 

Complementary meal 

provided by  

Margarita 

Grill 

 

Dinner begins at 6:15 p.m. 

Meeting at 7 p.m. 

Pelham Senior Center 

50 Racquet Club Parkway, Pelham 

Come join your fellow Legionnaires! 
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From the Commander’s Desk 

Kenneth Paschal 

Post Commander 

     For God and Country! I hope everyone had a great Memorial Day 

weekend. Thanks to the Post members that volunteered their time 

“In Remembrance of our Veterans this Memorial Day”. Our ultimate 

Memorial Day outdoor activities are listed in our Events area of the 

newsletter. 

     Installation of new officers was last month. Thanks to the Past 

Post Commander Tom McDaniel and his entire leadership team for 

the splendid service they have rendered The American Legion, Mat-

thew Blount Post 555 the last 12-months. Thanks to the Post Instal-

lation Planning Committee for their hard work in planning last month’s Installation of 

Officer’s special program and special thanks to the Bessemer Civil Air Patrol color guard 

for a job well done in presenting the colors. To the Legionnaires and entire Legion Fami-

ly, I am honored to serve as your Post Commander of The American Legion, Matthew 

Blount Post 555.    

     Moving forward! It is my strong wish and commitment that in the next 12 months our 

Post will continue to strive for excellence. 

     In any successful organization, there are always policies and procedures to follow. My 

immediate first focus is to review the Post Bylaws, polices, and procedures to ensure we 

are in compliance so we don’t get stuck in the “we’ve always done it this way”.  

     The success of our Post achieving its 2019-2020 Goals and Objectives depends entirely 

on active membership, participation, and volunteerism. Since the charter of the Post, we 

have excelled in many areas. However, there’s one area I wish to immediately improve 

upon – focusing on service to veterans and service members. 

     Below are several other areas of emphasis during the next 12 months: 

1) Appoint a Service Officer; 

2) Appoint a Boys State chairperson/contact 

3) Create an Ad-hoc temporary committee for the Post annual Thanksgiving meal; 

4) Reestablish the Post Flag Replacement program 

5) Review Bylaws for possible revisions 

6) Update the Post Organizational Structure chart 

7) Develop a 12-month comprehensive calendar 

8) Develop a 12-month major events calendar with a chair person and co-chairperson and 

distribute to Post members 

9) Establish a better means of communications to keep Post members informed 

10) Develop a projected budget for the next 12-months 

11) Establish a Commander Escrow account 

12) Establish a functional Board of Trustees; 

13) Establish guidelines for maintaining the escrow accounts 

14) Membership and recruitment; 

(continued on page 4) 
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1st Vice’s Comments 

Jerry McClain 

1st Vice Commander 

     Welcome to the greatest American Legion Post in the 23rd Dis-

trict! Perhaps the greatest post in the state of Alabama! 

     We owe a huge debt of gratitude to the leadership of Comrades 

Barry Blount and Tom McDaniel! I also would like to acknowledge 

the leadership of the previous elected first vice commanders, second 

vice commanders, trustees and some outstanding appointments! I 

would be remiss if I didn’t recognize the many great appointments of officers who have giv-

en themselves selflessly and continually to the well being of Post 555. 

     As the newly elected first vice commander, I want to say thanks to each of you for mak-

ing our club a great success! Going forward, we ask for your support as the new Post Com-

mander lays out his vision and intent for 2019/2020 season. 

     By the time you read this, the national recognition of Memorial Day would have come 

and gone, but for Legionnaires, every day is Memorial Day. Please accept our greatest ap-

preciation for your volunteer service to the Flag Placement Ceremony at the Alabama Na-

tional cemetery and the flag placement ceremony at the City of Pelham Cemetery. Jesus of 

Nazareth said if you want to be great, be a servant. As the next first vice commander, I say 

if you want to be great, be an American Legionnaire and participate! 

     You can reach me 24/7 at 206-412-3548! You must dial (206). 

Let’s make things happen! 

From the Commander’s Desk … continued 

15) Problem solving prior to 

meetings and precise re-

porting during meetings 

16) Social programs/activities 

outside of regular business 

meeting 

17) Invite and distribute liter-

ature to potential Auxilia-

ry members to Post func-

tions 

18) Key leaders provide a 

written monthly progress 

report or attend EC meet-

ings 

(continued from page 3) 

     We are well underway 

with our plans for a success-

ful next 12 months. The 

above is only a snapshot of 

my efforts and desire to con-

tinue the Post commitment 

for excellence.  Working to-

gether, we can achieve more! 

     Communication – the im-

portance of belonging: I ask 

all members and their guests 

to greet each other and share 

one thing with each other 

during the next Post meeting. 

Direct contact with veterans 

is a guaranteed way to boost 

membership and find out the 

concerns and issues that they 

have, creating a cohesive en-

vironment. 

 

For God and 

Country! 



 

2nd Vice’s Corner 

Nancy Waller 

2nd Vice Commander 
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     With an extremely busy month of May behind us, we can focus on 

the upcoming events as we move into the summer months.  Post 555 

was well-represented in all of the events last month, and I personally 

saw a lot of you, so thank you for your help and participation.  That is 

what makes this a GREAT Post and why I joined back in December 

2017; the members, the camaraderie, the spirit of volunteerism, and 

the community involvement.  Stay involved and hopefully you will 

feel as connected to Post 555 as I have become. 

     Be sure to come to our June 6 Post 555 General Membership 

Meeting because it will be packed with things to see.  After the fel-

lowship meal provided by Margarita Grill, we will be honoring the 

2019 Law Enforcement Officer and Firefighter of the Year with their awards.  After that, 

Alan Phillips will be offering a short D-Day Remembrance with a video from Ronald 

Reagan.  I will be doing a special presentation to a Post 555 member (cannot give any more 

details because he may receive this newsletter). 

     Be sure to go all the way through this newsletter to the "Upcoming Events" so that you 

know what to watch for and what you can get involved with if interested.  You will notice 

that volunteers are needed for both the June 9th and July 3rd events, so contact me @251-

554-6986 for the June 9th event, and contact Bill Blank @ 214-476-7074 for the July 3rd 

event.  The details are on the "Upcoming Events" page at the end of the newsletter. 

     I have room for four more members to join us on the one-day Fort Benning trip on Thurs-

day, June 6, so if you are interested and have not already signed up and confirmed with me 

that you are still going, call me @ 251-554-6986 to save a seat.  We will be departing in a 

City of Pelham bus (thank you, Mayor Waters) at 6 a.m., and will be returning prior to the 

Post fellowship meal/meeting that evening.  If you are interested, call me for ALL the de-

tails!!!" 

The Triple Nickel 

is published monthly for members of 
Matthew Blount Post 555. 

50 Racquet Club Parkway, Pelham, AL 35124 
(205) 678-1375 

 
Items for publication are accepted on Executive Committee approval and available 

space. Submit articles prior to the 10th of the month for publication the following 

month. We reserve the right to edit any submission for the purpose of publication. 

Letters to the Editor must include name, address & telephone number. Names will 

be withheld upon request. 

 

Send email to: 

Editor@alpost555.com 
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Memorial Day 2019 

— 

Alabama National Cemetery 
Montevallo 
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     In accordance with the Post 555 Constitution, and with the 

approval of the Executive Committee, incoming Post Com-

mander Kenneth Paschal has appointed the following officers 

and committee chairs: 

 
 

Position Name 

Chaplain Tom McMahon 

Sergeant-at-Arms Ron McGriff 

Post Historian Shauna Hadley 

Post Finance Officer Joe Starnes 

Post Judge Advocate Larry Strayer 

Post Public Relations Officer Jim Billings 

Post American Legion Riders Director Jeff Monday 

Sons of the American Legion Advisor Ron Koonce 

Post Adjutant Ron Koonce 

Position Name 

Post Service Officer Committee Chair Jerry McClain 

Post Oratorical Contest Chairperson Richard Kaster 

Post Store Frank Lakotich 

Social Media/Web Ron Koonce 

Photography Leo (Chic) Cecchini 

Newsletter Jim Billings 

Sons of The American Legion Jon Freeman 

Position Name 

Post Service Officer   

Boys State   

Auxiliary and Girls State   

Appointed Officers 

Appointed Officers (Pending) 

Appointed Standing Committee Chairs 

2019 Officers and 

 Committee Chairs 

Oklahoma post 

serves as resource 

amid massive 

flooding 

 
From The American Legion 

     In Fort Gibson, Okla., 

American Legion Post 20 has 

been feeding displaced citi-

zens and first-responders for 

nearly a week after torrential 

flooding struck the communi-

ty. 

      "We had first responders 

coming in the building all 

night long getting snacks and 

water and coffee and just tak-

ing a five-minute break," Post 

20 Commander Tim Smith 

told Tulsa TV station KJRH, 

Channel 2. 

     Post 20 member Jim Quinn 

wrote in an email. “We have 

served thousands of meals, 

established a resource center 

at the high school old gym and 

are taking care of veterans 

t h r o u g h  t h e  O D V A 

(Oklahoma Department of 

Veterans Affairs) and The 

American Legion National 

Emergency Fund (NEF) and 

Temporary Financial Assis-

tance (TFA). 

     NEF grants provide imme-

diate financial assistance for 

American Legion and Sons of 

The American Legion mem-

bers who have been affected 

by the natural disaster. Le-

gion posts also qualify. 
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Taps 

     Laudon Williams Jr., 79, of 

Pelham, transferred to Post 

Everlasting on Tuesday, May 

21. 

     He was born in Mt. Meigs, 

Ala., to Laudon Williams Sr. 

and Frances Charles Wil-

liams on March 20, 1940, 

both deceased. He was pre-

ceded in death by his first 

wife, Mary Ann Covington 

Williams, and brother Clan-

ton Ware Williams. 

     He graduated from Lanier 

High School and attended 

Huntingdon College, both in 

Montgomery. 

     He served in the U.S. Ar-

my as a member of the Army 

Security Agency and then 

worked as an office equip-

ment salesman until his re-

tirement. He was active in 

the Homewood-Oxmoor Rota-

ry Club, serving a year as 

president of the organization, 

and was a member of Ameri-

can Legion Matthew Blount 

Post 555. 

     He had a lifelong interest 

in amateur radio and was ac-

tive in that community for 

much of his life. He was a 

member and elder at Briar-

wood Presbyterian Church 

and a member of Evangel 

Church. 

     He is survived by his wife, 

Adelaide Bell Williams, and 

Laudon Williams Jr. 

March 20, 1940—May 21, 2019 

his children Dolan Williams 

(Pam), Pratt Williams 

(Ginni), Laudon Williams, III 

(Christine), Helen Ann Wil-

liams Bruno (Frank), his 

brother Frank Williams 

(Donna) and his sisters Har-

riett Quinn and Talullah 

Squaires. He is blessed with 

many grandchildren – Zack 

Argo, Rachel Argo, Rebecca 

Williams, Meagan Williams 

Kerlin (Scott), Amanda Wil-

liams Grantham (David), PJ 

Williams (Brooke), Nicole 

Williams, Chelsea Williams, 

Christian Bruno (Katelyn). 

     He was also blessed with 

great-grandchildren – Ade-

laide Kerlin, Gibson Kerlin, 

Scarlett Grantham, and Colli-

er Grantham. 

   A memorial service was 

held May 24 at Briarwood 

Presbyterian Church. 

    Memorial donations may be 

made to Briarwood Presbyter-

ian Church Missions at 2200 

Briarwood Way, Birmingham, 

AL 35243 or Evangel Church 

Missions at 423 Thompson 

Road, Alabaster, AL 35007. 
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Adjutant’s Area 

Ron Koonce 

Adjutant 

     The 2019 American Legion fiscal year is almost at an end and we 

are excited about the coming 2019-2020 year. 

     2019 will finish up with over 41 events that involved Veterans, 

the community and youth.  Many thanks to all those that supported 

these events by either working on an event team or participating in 

the events. 

     The Post has met its requirements for submitting application for 

the National Post Excellence Award again this year.  The Post has 

been fortunate to have received the award in the past three years.  

Again, due to many of you that have been actively supporting the 

Post. The event activities play a major part in the requirements along with membership 

growth. 

     The Post will be submitting again an entry in the Alabama Department Post Historical 

Journal competition at the Alabama Department State Convention in June.  The Post 555 

journal has placed third place in the past two years. Shauna Hadley, Historian for 2020, is 

working hard to improve our record. 

     The Sons of American Legion Squadron 555 reached a record membership at Thirty-five 

members with 100 percent renewals for the third year in a row. Congratulations to the 

2020 Officers that are ready to take on the coming year. 

     Be aware that the 2020 membership renewal campaign will begin July 1.  You should 

receive your renewal statement around mid-July.  You can either mail your renewal to the 

Post with the statement or you can pay your renewal on-line at Legion.org. The goal is to 

be at 100 percent by Dec. 31.  

     The Post will be represented well at the annual American Legion Alabama Department 

Convention on June 13-16th with a total of eight Post officers in attendance. 

     The Post website is in the process of being redesigned and updated.  In the meanwhile, 

www.alpost555.com   will take you to the Matthew Blount Post 555 historical page on the 

American Legion Centennial website.  The new site is expected to be available in July 

2019.  Event photos can be access at www.alpost555.smugmug.com until the new site is 

available. Once the new site is operational, both pathways will continue to access photos. 

     Last word is congratulations to the incoming 2020 Post 555 officers and to Sergeant-At-

Arms Ron McGriff on his recognition as Post Matthew Blount 555 2019 Legionnaire of the 

Year. 

     Hope to see you at the June 6 Post meeting.  Bring a veteran with you.  Guests are wel-

come. 

2020 Membership Renewal Campaign 

Starts July 1 

http://www.alpost555.com
http://www.alpost555.smugmug.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

JUNE 2019 
 

 

Thursday, June 6, 6:15 p.m. – UTC 

What:  Post 555 General Membership Fellowship Meal and Meeting 

Where:  Pelham Senior Center 

Program:  2019 Law Enforcement Officer and Firefighter of the Year 

awards presentations; also, a short D-Day Remembrance presentation to 

be followed by a surprise presentation to a Post 555 member. 

 

Sunday, June 9, 2– 4 p.m. 

 What:  Patriotic Flag Day Celebration 

 Where:  Pelham Civic Complex, 500 Amphitheater Road, Pelham. 

 Chairperson:  Nancy Waller 

 Co-Chairperson:  N/A 

 Volunteers Needed:  YES!!!  Bobby Horsley will be setting-up the infor-

mation table and traveling flags at 1 p.m. in the main ballroom and will 

need some help.  Please contact Nancy Waller @ 251-554-6986 if you can 

help out Bobby.  Also, one or two Volunteers will be asked to stay with the 

information table to answer questions for “visitors”.  “Homeland” will be 

playing patriotic music, and the “Howlin’ Mad Smith Detachment #529” of 

the USMC will be doing their Iwo Jima re-enactment.  It is phenomenal; I 

have seen it before; you will not be able to put your camera/iPhone down 

for taking photos of these gentlemen!!! 

 

JULY 2019 

 
Wednesday, July 3, time TBD 

What:  “Fire on the Water” 

Where:  Oak Mountain State Park, 200 Terrace Drive, Pelham. 

Chairperson:  Bill Blank 

Co-Chairperson:  TBD 

Volunteers Needed:  Definitely Yes!!!  Bill Blank already has the majority 

of the events in which Post 555 members participate taken care of, but 

please consider joining us at our site to enjoy the festivities for the entire 

day.  Be sure to bring plenty of water and sun screen!! 
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JULY 2019 

 

Thursday, July 11, 6:15 p.m. – UTC (NOTE:  DATE CHANGE FOR MEETING DUE TO 4TH OF 

JULY.) 

 What:  Post 555 General Membership Fellowship Meal and Meeting 

 Where:  Pelham Senior Center 

 Program (pending approval of Executive Committee on May 30, 2019):  “Hospice 

for Heroes Veterans Program” by Paige Landry, RN, BSN. 

 

Guest Speakers / Programs at General Membership Meetings 

 

June 6th:  2019 Law Enforcement Officer and Firefighter of the Year Awards; D-Day Program 

and Surprise Medal Presentation to Post 555 Member 

July 11th:  Hospice for Heroes Program, Paige Landry, RN, BSN (tentatively planned) 

August 1st:  Congressman Gary Palmer 

September 5th:  City of Pelham Mayor Gary Waters and City Manager Gretchen DiFante 

October 3rd:  Service Dogs Alabama, Scott and Rambo (tentatively planned) 

November 6th:  Thanksgiving Family Meal and Updated on Post 555 

December 5th:  Speaker/Program/Topic TBD 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Get your official, 
limited-edition 

Post 555 
license 
plate! 

Pre-orders taken at the Post Store 
during the March meeting. 

$12 Get yours today! 
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Chaplain’s Thoughts 

Thomas McMahon 

Post Chaplain 
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     As your new post chaplain, I want to briefly introduce myself you.  

A few things about me: 

• Born Leeds, Ala., 1947 

• 1965-69 U.S. Navy; two cruises, Tonkin Gulf Vietnam 

• Believe it or not, I was a Golden Glove Alaska State Champion 

Boxer, as a Flyweight! 

• My ministry began in 1972 serving as teacher, pastor and mis-

sionary in Canada (8 years) and to Japan for 14 years; semi-retired 

now. 

• Education: Associate Degree in Business, Bachelor of Missiology 

and Masters in Theology, Chaplaincy training but study never stops. I hold a license as 

an Ordained Bishop. 

     Without apology, my heart and soul is wrapped up in Jesus Christ; I love to study and 

teach the Bible. 

     I have traveled extensively; Israel, Ireland and Canada being my favorite places - and the 

United States, which goes without saying. We at the Triple Nickel want to provide everyone 

with spiritual support in whatever way possible. As chaplain, I would encourage you join me 

in praying for each other and doing personal visits. I will make effort for visitation when pos-

sible. What I ask of you is that you contact me whenever you learn of a comrade in need of 

prayer and spiritual support. 

     One way to help me in this is to submit information in our “Sick Call” box. Apparently 

this was in use for a time in 2015. Our commander has shared a form with me which will be 

at the entrance area of every meeting. I am looking forward to deepening our fellowship with 

your help. 

     Help me be of service to you. God bless you, my friend. 

Reistad heads to Europe for historic milestones 
From The American Legion 

     American Legion National 

Commander Brett P. Reistad 

will be leading a delegation of 

more than 40 American Le-

gion Family members and 

guests through a tour of key 

European sites marking the 

75th anniversary of D-Day 

and the centennial of the or-

ganization that he now leads. 

     “Anytime that you visit the 

battlefields where so many 

Americans and our allies died 

for freedom is going to be a 

special and emotional experi-

ence,” Reistad said. “Paying 

respects at the American 

military cemeteries in Nor-

mandy, Luxembourg and 

Flanders Field is the least 

that we can do for those who 

sacrificed so much for us. Be-

ing in Paris, where The 

American Legion was born 

100 years ago, just adds to 

the significance of this his-

toric tour. The American Le-

gion is a strong force in Eu-

rope and that’s due to the 

presence of Legionnaires from 

the Department of France, 

who advocate for veterans 

and servicemembers overseas, 

just like we do back home.” 

     In addition to meeting 

with U.S. and German gov-

ernment officials, Reistad 

plans to visit the city’s Holo-

caust Memorial. 



 

Page 14 The Triple Nickel 

Ride for the Wall 

May 16-27, 2019 



 

     The cemetery grounds are peaking in time for another memorable Memorial Day Cere-

mony. A BIG thanks to Post 555 for all for the hard work in making the cemetery look beau-

tiful. It was a very hot morning putting flags on the headstones in Section 8, but with so 

many volunteers, it was completed in record time.  

     The lead into Memorial Day was the Tribute to American Patriotism (TAPS) ceremony 

on Tues, 21 May. Veterans who were buried at the National Cemetery without military 

honors were honored with TAPS and a flag folding ceremony. We were blessed to have our 

Chaplain Tom providing the invocation.   

Burials continue at a rate that will bring the cemetery to another yearly increase. ALNC 

has ample burial spaces for all options and will not close in the next 100 years. Every Veter-

an (and family member) buried here has a story. On such, a Veteran was buried this month 

that was one of the last living survivors of the sinking of the USS Indianapolis during WW 

II. American Hero. 

     Since there are not many upcoming events, we thought we would add rules/policies on 

different topics. If you have suggestions on what you would like details about or have ques-

tions about, please contact me and I would be glad to add it the following month. This 

month we will give a quick explanation of Military Honors since we get many questions on 

how to schedule for a burial. It is simple for casket burials – your funeral home take care of 

the coordination for you. If you are burying a cremation and not using a funeral home, you 

will need to take care of the scheduling. Here is current information: 

ARMY – Call 334-255-9081. If possible, the Army (as do all branches) request 48-hour no-

tice. All branches will fax you a request form and request a copy of your loved one’s dis-

charge paperwork. Operation hours for requesting honors are Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m. – 

4:30 p.m. Closed on Weekends and Federal Holidays. Keep in mind time differences. 

MARINES – Call Quantico National Military Funeral Honors Request Center at 703-432-

9524 

NAVY – Call 904-542-1536 (1539 or 9807) 

AIR FORCE – Call 334-953-4545 

COAST GUARD – Call 504-628-5177. 

     For cremations when Funeral Home is not involved, you will also have to go to the Post 

Office with the service member’s DD Form 214 to pick up the burial flag. If you are using a 

Funeral Home, they will supply burial flag. 

     Currently at ALNC, Veterans are provided two Honor Guard members who play TAPS, 

fold the burial flag and present the flag to the Next of Kin. A firing team is provided for all 

Killed in Action. On your behalf, you or the Funeral Home can request a firing team. 

 

 

Thanks again to Post 555 for all you do for our heroes. 
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National Cemetery Happenings 

Bonnie Woodie 
Alabama National Cemetery 
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Post presents Oratorical awards at Pelham High 

Richard Kaster 

Oratorical Chairman 

     R e p r e -

s e n t a t i v e s 

from Ameri-

can Legion 

M a t t h e w 

Blount Post 

555 present-

ed several 

awards May 

9 at the Pelham High School 

Senior Awards Day. 
Post Commander Kenneth Paschal and Oratorical Chairman 

Richard Kaster present monetary awards and certificates of 
distinction to winners of the Pelham High School Oratorical 
Contest to 1st place winner Isabella Bass (second from left) and 
2nd place winner Tramaine Moore (left). 

Girls State 2018 attendees: 
Lawsie Davis and Kaylyn 
Tomlinson, Commander Pas-
chal. 

Boys State 2018 attendees 
Patrick Durr and Kaleb 
Hinds accept certificates of 
appreciation from Command-
er Paschal. 

Boys State attendee Jose 
Jaramillo accepts his certifi-
cate. 

Special presentation Com-
mander Paschal to Principal 
Amanda Wilbanks a wooden 
plaque with the names of all 
the past and current Oratori-
cal winners to display where 
the students can see the 
plaque. 
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Judge Advocate’s Corner 

     As the new Judge Advocate, I want to express my sincere thanks 

to Commander Kenneth Paschal in his belief and support of me to 

continue the excellent work of former Judge Advocate, Chuck Kiser, 

who set a very high bar. Over the coming months I hope to use my 

corner of the Triple Nickel to provide articles which both inform and 

instruct about the American Legion and its rules and procedures.  

     On this first outing, I want to remind our membership about 

making commitments for Post 555. As set out in our Constitution, 

Article VII - Finance, Section 5, “No member, officer, or committee of the Post shall have 

the authority to bind by contract or incur any obligation on its behalf except by the express 

authority of the Post Executive Committee.” 

     I know many of our members are very active in getting the word out about all of the 

great community events our Post supports, and are always on the lookout for more things 

we can do for the community. However, I must caution all members, no one person can 

commit or obligate Post 555 to any event or activity without the prior approval of the Post 

Executive Committee. 

     So please, to avoid having to embarrass oneself by having to go back and to say the Post 

cannot support the event you have previously committed the Post to, bring the event to the 

Post Executive Committee for consideration before making promises. All options will be 

heard and considered.  

Larry Strayer 

Judge Advocate 

Blue Water Navy Act passes through House 410-0 

By Mackenzie Wolf 

The American Legion 
     H.R. 299, The Blue Water 

Navy Vietnam Veterans Act 

of 2019, passed unanimously 

out of the House of Represent-

atives, with a vote of 410-0. 

The May 14 vote marks the 

second time the legislation 

extending disability benefits 

covering medical conditions 

associated with Agent Orange 

exposure to Blue Water Navy 

veterans passed unanimously 

through the House. 

“The American Legion will 

continue to support this leg-

islation, to include common 

sense amendments, that will 

provide the broadest defini-

tion of service in the Vi-

etnam War,” American Le-

gion Director of Veterans Af-

fairs and Rehabilitation 

Chanin Nuntavong said in a 

press conference ahead of the 

evening vote. “We hold this 

firm position because both 

the law, Procopio, and the 

science, are on the side of 

presuming Agent Orange ex-

posure for military personnel 

who served in the waters sur-

rounding Vietnam.” 

“Congress has failed our Blue 

Water Navy veterans, plain 

and simple,” House Veterans’ 

Affairs Committee Chairman 

Mark Takano, D-Calif., said 

ahead of the vote. “Today, we 

will right this wrong. This bill 

is the quickest and clearest 

route to delivering benefits to 

those who served. They have 

waited long enough.” 
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