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PAST COMMANDER BARRY K. BLOUNT AWARDED 
 “VETERAN OF THE YEAR” 

3HOKDP¶V�%DUU\�%ORXQW�ZDV�KRQRUHG�ZLWK�WKH�9HWHUDQ�RI�WKH�<HDU�$ZDUG�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�9HWHUDQV�'D\�)RXQGDWLRQ�
on Wednesday, November 10, 2021 at the Birmingham National Veterans Day Awards Dinner held at the Shera-
ton Downtown Birmingham.  Barry was surrounded by his family, close friends, and fellow Legionnaires from The 
American Legion Matthew Blount Post 555, who beamed with pride and love as Barry crossed the room to receive 
his well-deserved award. 

Barry was presented with a plaque signed by Governor Ivey, and was draped with a hand-PDGH�³4XLOW�RI�+RQRU´��
ERWK�YHU\�SUHVWLJLRXV�DZDUGV���+LV�VRQ��$�-���VDLG�WKDW�UHFHLYLQJ�WKLV�DZDUG�ZDV�D�³KXJH�DFFRPSOLVKPHQW´�IRU�KLV�
IDWKHU�DIWHU�KLV�\HDUV�RI�KDUG�ZRUN�DQG�GHGLFDWLRQ���³0\�IDPLO\�LV�NQRZQ�IRU�VHUYLFH�WR�RXU�FRXQWU\�DQG�FRPPXQLW\��
VR�WKLV�DZDUG�ZLOO�EH�KHOG�GHDU�WR�P\�IDWKHU�´�$�-��VDLG���³:H�DUH�H[WUHPHO\�SURXG�RI�KLP�LQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�KH�GRHV�
NQRZLQJ�WKDW�KH�ZLOO�DOZD\V�SXW�*RG�DQG�&RXQWU\�ILUVW�´ 

On a day where most people would be soaking up 
the spotlight, Barry spent the evening instead 
praising those who have supported him and 
worked with him throughout his career.  He said 
his whole life he has purposefully surrounded 
KLPVHOI�ZLWK�VWURQJ�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\���³7KLV�
DZDUG�WRQLJKW�LV�QRW�DERXW�PH�´�KH�VDLG���³,W�LV�
about the people who surround me and got me 
KHUH�´��7KURXJKRXW�WKH�HYHQLQJ��%DUU\�SUDLVHG�WKH�
hard work and determination of his son, Matthew.  
$V�KH�VSRNH�RI�KLV�VRQ¶V�FRQWLQXHG�GHGLFDWLRQ�WR�
service even through his cancer diagnosis, Barry 
became emotional. 

Barry served in the United States military for 28 years and since his retirement in 2005, he has thrown himself into 
his work representing Veterans and those in his community. 

In 2014, he began The American Legion Matthew Blount Post 555.  Every year the Post holds a Memorial Ride 
from Pelham to the Alabama National Cemetery in Montevallo in honor of his son, Matthew, who died of cancer in 
2012 and is interred as an honored Veteran.  In turn, the Post sponsors local Boy Scout Troop 404, and through 
WKHLU�-XQLRU�6KRRWLQJ�3URJUDP��SURYLGHV�VFKRODUVKLS�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�$PHULFD¶V�\RXWK���7KH�VKRRWLQJ�SURJUDP�
NHHSV�UHFRUG�RI�WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�PDUNVPDQ�VFRUHV�VR�ZKHQ�WKH�WLPH�FRPHV�WR�DSSO\�WR�XQLYHUVLWLHV�WKDW�KDYH�SUR�
JUDPV�RI�WKHLU�RZQ��WKH\�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�VXEPLW�WKHLU�VFRUHV�IRU�VFKRODUVKLS�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ���³,W�LV�RQO\�WKURXJK�7KH�
American Legion that they can get involved in this scholarship opportunity, and we totally encourage those kids to 
FRPH�WKURXJK�WKH�&LYLOLDQ�0DUNVPDQVKLS�3URJUDP�´�%DUU\�VDLG� 

All of us who were present to witness Barry receiving this award that evening, were proud to be there to share in 
his special time as the Veteran of the Year.  Post 555 was very well-represented by four tables of fellow Legion-
naires and guests with a standing ovation as Barry walked to the center of the room where he was handed his 
SODTXH��DQG�GUDSHG�ZLWK�D�³4XLOW�RI�+RQRU´���,�WKLQN�DOO�RI�\RX�ZLOO�DJUHH�WKDW�%DUU\�LV�VRPHRQH�ZKR�FDUHV�GHHSO\�IRU�
his family, friends, Veterans, fellow Legionnaires, and the community he proudly serves.  Please congratulate 
Barry for being selected as the Veteran of the Year. 

The Triple Nickel 
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 &RPPDQGHU·V�FRUQHU 

Jeff Monday 
Post Commander 

 

FeOORZ LegiRQQaiUeV:  I hRSe WhiV QeZVOeWWeU fiQdV \RX 
iQ gRRd VSiUiWV aQd gRRd heaOWh aV Ze aUe cRPiQg 
YeU\ cORVe WR Whe eQd Rf WhiV \eaU.  I OeaYe \RX ZiWh 
WheVe WZR aUWicOeV; RQe WR UePePbeU Whe SaVW aQd Whe 
RWheU WR UePiQd \RX Rf Whe fXWXUe WhaW Ze haYe VR 
kiQdO\ decided WR Wake SaUW Rf aV LegiRQQaiUeV.  AV 
Ze PRYe iQWR a QeZ \eaU, I eQcRXUage each Rf \RX WR 
cRS\ Whe FRXU PiOOaUV aQd SRVW WheP RQ \RXU UefUigeU-
aWRU dRRU RU baWhURRP PiUURU WR UePiQd \RX Rf \RXU 
SXUSRVe iQ Whe APeUicaQ LegiRQ.  NRW eYeU\ PiOOaU ZiOO 
fiW \RXU UeaVRQ fRU beiQg a SaUW, bXW I ZiOO gR RXW RQ a 
OiPb iQ Va\iQg WhaW \RX fiW iQWR aW OeaVW RQe Rf Whe fRXU. 
TRgeWheU Ze aUe VWURQg aQd aSaUW Ze aUe Zeak.  

FOUR PILLARS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 

IQ 1919, The APeUicaQ LegiRQ ZaV fRXQded RQ fRXU 
SiOOaUV: VeWeUaQV AffaiUV & RehabiOiWaWiRQ, NaWiRQaO 
SecXUiW\, APeUicaQiVP, aQd ChiOdUeQ & YRXWh.  Each 
Rf WheVe PiOOaUV eQcRPSaVVeV a YaUieW\ Rf SURgUaPV 
WhaW beQefiW RXU QaWiRQ¶V VeWeUaQV, iWV VeUYice PeP-
beUV, WheiU faPiOieV, Whe \RXWh Rf APeUica aQd RUdi-
QaU\ ciWi]eQV.  TheVe SURgUaPV Pake a diffeUeQce iQ 
hXQdUedV Rf WhRXVaQdV Rf OiYeV each \eaU.  OXU RU-
gaQi]aWiRQ¶V SRViWiRQV aQd SURgUaPV aUe gXided b\ 
UeVROXWiRQV SaVVed b\ APeUicaQ LegiRQ NaWiRQaO 
CRQYeQWiRQ deOegaWeV, aQd b\ cRPPiWWee aQd cRP-
PiVViRQ PePbeUV ZhR UeSUeVeQW 2.5 PiOOiRQ ZaUWiPe 
VeWeUaQV aQd WheiU faPiOieV.  TheVe SURgUaPV, aQd 
Whe PeQ aQd ZRPeQ ZhR Wake Whe WiPe WR SeUfRUP 
WheP, aOORZ The APeUicaQ LegiRQ WR Pake a diffeU-
eQce RQ Whe ORcaO, VWaWe, aQd QaWiRQaO OeYeOV.  IW iV 
ZhR Ze aUe aQd ZhaW Ze dR. 

 I. VeWeUaQV AffaiUV & RehabiOiWaWiRQ 

 • VA COaiPV BackORg • AcceVV WR VA HeaOWh CaUe • 
NeWZRUk Rf SeUYice OfficeUV • VA VeW CeQWeUV • 

HeaOWh-caUe FXQdiQg FRUPXOa • VeWeUaQV ZiWh SSe-
ciaO NeedV • VROXQWeeUiQg • FiQaO ReVSecWV • HeUReV 
WR HRPeWRZQV • CaUeeUV fRU VeWeUaQV • HRPeOeVV-
QeVV • GI BiOO BeQefiWV 

II. NaWiRQaO SecXUiW\ 

• SXSSRUW fRU Whe TURRSV • Si]e Rf Whe AUPed FRUceV • 
QXaOiW\ Rf Life • HRPeOaQd SecXUiW\ • POW/MIAV • 
OSeUaWiRQ CRPfRUW WaUUiRUV 

III. APeUicaQiVP 

• FOag PURWecWiRQ • IOOegaO IPPigUaWiRQ • VRWeU RegiV-
WUaWiRQ aQd PaUWiciSaWiRQ • BR\ ScRXWV Rf APeUica • 
The POedge Rf AOOegiaQce • EVWabOiVhPeQW-COaXVe 
LaZVXiWV • Legac\ RXQ • BR\V NaWiRQ • APeUicaQ Le-
giRQ BaVebaOO 

IV. ChiOdUeQ & YRXWh 

• ChiOd PRUQRgUaSh\ • CaWaVWURShic IOOQeVV • IQWeOOec-
WXaO DiVabiOiWieV • IPPXQi]aWiRQ • FaPiO\ IQWegUiW\ • 
Media ViROeQce • DUXg AbXVe • ChiOd Se[XaO E[SORi-
WaWiRQ • FaPiO\ SXSSRUW NeWZRUk • TePSRUaU\ FiQaQ-
ciaO AVViVWaQce • SaPVXQg SchROaUVhiS • ChiOd WeO-
faUe FRXQdaWiRQ 

IQ 2022, OeW XV ZRUk aV a faPiO\, WeaP, bURWheUV, aQd 
ViVWeUV WR Pake VXUe WhaW Ze dR RXU beVW WR SURWecW 
Whe FRXU PiOOaUV, aQd WR OiYe b\ WheP.  I hRSe \RX eQ-
jR\ Whe UeadiQg beORZ, aQd I hRSe WhaW \RX aOO haYe a 
VeU\ MeUU\ ChUiVWPaV aQd a BOeVVed NeZ YeaU. 

CRPPaQGHU 

JHII MRQGa\ (FX]]\) 

RHaG WKH HLVWRU\ RI VHWHUaQV Da\  
RQ SaJHV 10-11 
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Biůů BůaŶŬ 
ϭƐƚ Vice CŽmmandeƌ 

 

 TiPe iV QeaU WR Whe deadOiQe WR Pake RXU PePbeU-
VhiS dXeV Sa\PeQW.  The VRRQeU Ze caQ Pake RXU 
dXeV Sa\PeQW Whe beWWeU. The iPSRUWaQW WhiQg WR keeS 
iQ PiQd iV WR aYRid a OaSVe iQ RXU PePbeUVhiS.  AQd 
keeS iQ PiQd: OXU SRVW aW WhiV WiPe iV iQ SUeWW\ gRRd 
VhaSe bXW WheUe iV URRP fRU iPSURYePeQW.  I ZaQW WR 
WhaQk aOO Rf \RX fRU \RXU cRQWiQXed VXSSRUW Rf RXU 
PRVW¶V PePbeUVhiS. 
 
 OQe PRUe WhRXghW.  I ZRXOd Oike WR iQYiWe aOO Rf \RX WR 
cRPe aQd jRiQ XV DecePbeU VecRQd fRU RXU OaVW SRVW 
PeeWiQg Rf WhiV \eaU.  IW ZRXOd be gRRd WR gUeeW aQd 
PeeW ZiWh WhRVe Rf \RX ZhR haYe QRW aWWeQded a 
PeeWiQg iQ a ZhiOe. 
 
 BaVebaOO, \eV RQe Rf P\ faYRUiWe eYeQWV WhaW I eQjR\ 
aQd I aP VXUe iW iV Whe VaPe fRU PaQ\.  APeUicaQ Oe-
giRQ baVebaOO iV aV gRRd aV aQ\ baVebaOO high VchRRO, 
cROOege RU Whe SURV.  MaQ\ APeUicaQ OegiRQ baVebaOO-
eUV gR WR SOa\ aQd PaQage iQ Whe SUR OeagXeV.  AOVR, 
APeUicaQ OegiRQ baVebaOO iV aPRQg Whe OaUgeVW eYeQW 
Ze VXSSRUW aV a SRVW. 
 
 LaVW \eaU PRVW 555 
hRVWed Whe SRXWh-
eaVW RegiRQaO TRXU-
QaPeQWV, a hXge 
eYeQW aQd a YeU\ 
VXcceVVfXO RQe. 
ThiV ZaV RXU fiUVW 
WiPe eYeU hRVWiQg 
aQ eYeQW Rf WhiV 
PagQiWXde.  We ZiOO 
be hRVWiQg WhiV 
eYeQW agaiQ WhiV 
\eaU, WhaQkV WR 
VWaWe diUecWRU AOOeQ 
PhiOiSV aQd hiV VRQ 
K\Oe.  Which bUiQgV 
Pe WR P\ UeTXeVW: 
We Qeed YROXQWeeUV WR ZRUk Whe WickeW bRRWh fRU RXU 
UegXOaU VeaVRQ gaPeV aQd Whe UegiRQaO WRXUQaPeQWV; 
SOeaVe cRQVideU heOSiQg fRU a feZ hRXUV each Vea-

VRQ.  The PRQe\ Ze cROOecW fRU Whe VaOe Rf WickeWV, 
fXQdV Whe PaQ\ aVSecWV Rf hRVWiQg UegXOaU VeaVRQ 
gaPeV aQd Whe WRXUQaPeQWV.  The PajRU RQe iV Sa\-
iQg fRU Whe UefeUeeV, Zhich iV a OaUge SaUW Rf Whe cRVW Rf 
hRVWiQg a gaPe. 
  
AV \RX kQRZ, P\ QaPe iV BiOO BOaQk aQd I aP Whe FiUVW 
Vice CRPPaQdeU Rf PRVW 555 aQd I aP Whe RQe ZhR 
iV aOZa\V ORRkiQg fRU SeRSOe WR YROXQWeeU WR ZRUk Whe 
WickeW bRRWh.  IW iV P\ gRaO WR fRUP a WeaP Rf SeRSOe WR 
Pake caOOV WR UeTXeVW YROXQWeeUV aQd/RU a WeaP WhaW 
Ze caQ cRXQW RQ WR ZRUk Whe WickeW bRRWh.  I kQRZ iW iV 
a OiWWOe eaUO\ \eW WR be WaOkiQg baVebaOO bXW iW iV Whe WiPe 
WR VWaUW SXWWiQg aOO Rf WhiV WRgeWheU. If \RX 
aUe iQWeUeVWed iQ ZRUkiQg baVebaOO WhiV \eaU, SOeaVe 
cRQWacW Pe:  BiOO BOaQk, Ph.# (214) 476-7074, EPaiO: 
bhbSac@\ahRR.cRP  
 
 LaVW bXW b\ faU QRW Whe OeaVW iV, Ze Qeed WR VWUeQgWheQ 
Whe PePbeUVhiS iQ Whe aX[iOiaU\ iQ PRVW 555. If \RX aUe 
PRVW PePbeU RU Whe VSRXVe (PaOe RU fePaOe) Rf a 
PRVW PePbeU, \RX TXaOif\ WR be iQ Whe aX[iOiaU\ aQd a 
SaUW Rf aOO Rf RXU eYeQWV.  The SUeVideQW Rf RXU AX[iOia-
U\ iV CaUROiQe CXOSeSSeU.  MePbeUVhiS iQ Whe AX[iOiaU\ 
iV aQ iPSRUWaQW SaUW Rf faPiO\ SaUWiciSaWiRQ.  CaUROiQe iV 
aOVR a PePbeU Rf PRVW 555. If \RX aUe iQWeUeVWed iQ 
PePbeUVhiS iQ Whe AX[iOiaU\, aQd I hRSe \RX aUe, \RX 
Pa\ cRQWacW: CaUROiQe CXOSeSSeU, Ph# (205) 419-
4549, EPaiO: caUROiQejcXOSeSSeU@gPaiO.cRP 
 
The AX[iOiaU\ iV aQ iPSRUWaQW XQiW Rf Whe PRVW. SRPe Rf 
iWV fXQcWiRQV iQcOXde: GiUOV SWaWe, heOSiQg ZiWh ChUiVW-
PaV gifW bagV fRU SaWieQWV iQ Whe VA hRVSiWaO RYeU 
ChUiVWPaV, heOSiQg WR SXW RXW fOagV aW Whe NaWiRQaO 
CePeWeU\, heOSiQg RXW ZiWh Whe gUaYe ZUeaWhV aW 
ChUiVWPaV, jXVW WR PeQWiRQ a feZ.  The\ SaUWiciSaWe iQ 
fXQd UaiVeUV fRU VchROaUVhiSV, eWc. AOO Rf WhiV UeTXiUeV 
dedicaWed SeRSOe ZhR ZaQW WR heOS SURYide a VeUYice 
fRU Whe cRPPXQiW\. The AX[iOiaU\ QeedV PePbeUV! 
POeaVe giYe WhiV VRPe WhRXghW aQd cRQWacW CaUROiQe 
CXOSeSSeU WR jRiQ XV.  ThaQk \RX fRU \RXU cRQVideUa-
WiRQ. 

mailto:bhbpac@yahoo.com


 

    ”Ac�ing”ȱȱŘndȱVice’sȱ 
ȱȱIn�erimȱRepor� 
ȱNanc¢ȱWaller 
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The eYeQWV iQ Zhich Ze SaUWiciSaWed iQ NRYeP-
beU ZeQW YeU\ ZeOO aQd had a ORW Rf SaUWiciSaQWV 
fURP PRVW 555.  I ZaQW WR WhaQk Whe fROORZiQg 
PePbeUV fRU WheiU heOS ZiWh Whe PeOhaP PROice 
NaWiRQaO NighW OXW RQ NRYePbeU 2, 2021:  
FUaQk LakRWich, Ra\ PaWa, BiOO BOaQk, RRQ 
KRRQce, DRXg McDaQieO, Chic CecchiQi, Jeff 
MRQda\, SSaUkie WaOOeU, aQd P\VeOf.  We eYeQ 
had a QeZ PePbeU jRiQ WhaW eYeQiQg, CheU\O 
GiOOiaP.  Sa\ hi if \RX Vee heU aW a PeeWiQg Rf 
eYeQW.  The fOag SOacePeQW aQd UePRYaO aW Whe 
AOabaPa NaWiRQaO CePeWeU\ had a TON Rf PRVW 
555 PePbeUV YROXQWeeUiQg; WhaQk \RX WR Whe fRO-
ORZiQg PePbeUV:  BiOO BOaQk, Ra\ PaWa, KaUU\O 
AQdeUVRQ, FUaQk ChacRQ, GeUaOd GiQQ, JRhQ 
ZeiVV, JRhQ Ga\dRQ, RRbeUW SaQdeUV, Chic Cec-
chiQi, TRP LRQg, EOdRQ WRRdie, HeQU\ CUiVW, 
aQd P\VeOf.  SRPe Rf WheVe PePbeUV ZRUked 
RQ NRYePbeU 9 aQd 16, 2021, VR a dRXbOe 
WhaQkV WR WheP.  HeUe iV ZhaW WR ORRk fRUZaUd WR 
iQ DecePbeU aQd RQe eYeQW VR faU iQ JaQXaU\ 
2022. 
 
SaW., DHFHPbHU 11, 2021:  The fiUVW aQQXaO ³A 
PeOhaP HRPeWRZQ ChUiVWPaV´ SaUade aQd 
ChUiVWPaV WUee OighWiQg aUe haSSeQiQg!!!  The 
SaUade ZiOO VWaUW aW Whe PeOhaP CiYic CRPSOe[ aW 
5:00 S.P. aQd WUaYeO WhURXgh PeOhaP aQd UeWXUQ 
back WR Whe PeOhaP CiYic CRPSOe[ fRU a WUee-
OighWiQg.  TheUe ZiOO be a WRQ Rf WhiQgV WR dR aQd 
fRRd WR eaW, VR SXW WhiV daWe RQ \RXU caOeQdaU.  
CRPPaQdeU MRQda\ haV beeQ keeSiQg XV XS-WR
-daWe fURP Whe cRPPiWWee PeeWiQgV ZiWh Whe CiW\ 
Rf PeOhaP aQd Ze ZiOO be UeVSRQVibOe fRU 
³VWagiQg´ Whe fORaWV aW Whe CiYic CRPSOe[, aQd 
UecRYeUiQg WheP aV Whe\ UeWXUQ.  RideUV DiUecWRU, 
DRXg McDaQieO, ZaV ³YROXQWROd´ WR be Whe FORaW 
ChaiUPaQ, aQd he iV ORRkiQg fRU PePbeUV WR 
heOS ZiWh Whe PRVW 555 fORaW, VR OeW hiP kQRZ if 
\RX aUe iQWeUeVWed.  EYeQ if \RX dR QRW YROXQWeeU 
WR heOS, SOeaVe Pake VXUe \RX aWWeQd WheVe 
eYeQWV!! 
 

WHG. WKUX FUL., DHFHPbHU 15-17, 2021:  The 
UeaVRQ fRU WheVe WhUee daWeV iV WhaW Ze dR QRW 
kQRZ e[acWO\ ZheQ Whe WUeaWhV AcURVV APeUica 
VePi-WUXck ZiOO be aUUiYiQg aW Whe AOabaPa Na-
WiRQaO CePeWeU\ iQ MRQWeYaOOR ZiWh Whe BaOVaP 
WUeaWhV, VR aOO Rf Whe PePbeUV Rf Whe SXSSRUW 
CRPPiWWee aUe RQ VWaQd-b\ fRU PaP NichROV WR 
cRQWacW XV ZheQ Whe\ aUe e[SecWed.  AW WhaW WiPe 
aOO VROXQWeeUV ZiOO UeSRUW WR Whe SWRUage BXiOdiQg 
aW 7:00 a.P. WhaW PRUQiQg WR Rff-ORad bR[eV aQd 
bR[eV aQd bR[eV Rf ZUeaWhV. 
 
SaW., DHFHPbHU 18, 2021:  ThiV iV Whe da\ Rf 
Whe WUeaWhV AcURVV APeUica CeUePRQ\ aW Whe 
AOabaPa NaWiRQaO CePeWeU\ aW 11:00 a.P.  AfWeU 
Whe ceUePRQ\, Whe faPiO\ PePbeUV ZiOO be iQYiW-
ed WR YiViW Whe VecWiRQ(V) ZheUe WheiU ORYed RQeV 
aUe iQWeUUed WR SOace a ZUeaWh RQ WheiU gUaYeV.  
The VROXQWeeUV ZiOO ZaiW XQWiO Whe faPiOieV aUe 
fiQiVhed, WheQ ZiOO VWaUW SXWWiQg RXW Whe UeVW Rf Whe 
ZUeaWhV.  EYeU\RQe iV ZeOcRPe WR heOS ZiWh WhiV 
SURjecW. 
 
WHG., JaQXaU\ 19, 2022:  The PeOhaP High 
SchRRO OUaWRUicaO CRQWeVW iV VchedXOed fRU JaQ-
XaU\ 19, 2022 aW 8:30 a.P. iQ Whe PeOhaP High 
SchRRO AXdiWRUiXP.  If \RX haYe aQ iQWeUeVW iQ 
YROXQWeeUiQg WR heOS, OeW RichaUd KaVWeU RU Pe 
(NaQc\ WaOOeU) kQRZ (he iV VWiOO Whe SRiQW Rf cRQ-
WacW bXW ZiOO be ZRUkiQg ZiWh JeUU\ McCOaiQ WR dR 
a haQd-Rff WR hiP).  I heOSed ZiWh P\ fiUVW OUaWRU-
icaO CRQWeVW a gRRd ZhiOe agR aQd iW ZaV YeU\ 
iQWeUeVWiQg aQd a UeZaUdiQg e[SeUieQce.  The 
VWXdeQWV ZhR SaUWiciSaWed ZeUe aPa]iQg!!  GeW 
iQYROYed!! 
 
FRU GRd aQd CRXQWU\ 
NaQc\ J. WaOOeU 
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NaQc\ WaOOeU 
AdMXWaQW 

HeUe iV hRZ Ze aUe dRiQg ZiWh RXU PePbeUVhiS QXPbeUV:  
AV Rf WRda\¶V UeSRUW, Ze haYe 158 PePbeUV Said WhURXgh 
2022 (iQcOXdiQg Whe 11 PUFL PePbeUV), aQd 71 Said 
WhURXgh 2021 (iQ RWheU ZRUdV, WheVe PePbeUV haYe QRW 
UeQeZed aV Rf \eW).  TheVe aUe P\ ³WaUgeW´ PePbeUV!!!  
TheUe aUe aOVR 19 PePbeUV ZhR aUe Said WhURXgh 2019 
aQd 28 PePbeUV ZhR aUe Said WhURXgh 2020.  ALL Rf 
WheVe PePbeUV caQ be cRQWacWed WR UeWXUQ WR XV eYeQ 
WhRXgh WheiU ³cRQWiQXRXV \eaUV´ ZiOO VWaUW back aW ³1´ Zhich 
iV a WeUUibOe VhaPe fRU WheP.  HRSefXOO\ Ze caQ cRQYiQce 
WheP WR cRPe back WR PRVW 555. 
 
SR faU WhiV \eaU, Ze haYe beeQ dRiQg YeU\ ZeOO ZiWh Whe 
UeTXiUePeQWV WhaW Whe AOabaPa DeSaUWPeQW VeW fRU XV: 

SeSWePbeU 15, 2021¶V gRaO ZaV WR haYe 50% Rf RXU 
gRaO Rf 218; Ze had e[acWO\ 50% (109), eYeQ ZiWh-
RXW Whe PUFL PePbeUV WhaW ZeUe OefW Rff fRU VRPe 
UeaVRQ. 

SeSWePbeU 21, 2021¶V gRaO ZaV WR haYe 55% Rf RXU 
gRaO Rf 218; Ze ZeUe aW 55.5% Zhich DID iQcOXde 
Whe PUFL PePbeUV, VR Ze ZeUe gRRd-WR-gR 
WheUe. 

NRYePbeU 3, 2021¶V gRaO ZaV WR haYe 65% Rf RXU 
gRaO Rf 218; Ze had 65.14% (142) VR Ze PeW Whe 
gRaO agaiQ. 

DecePbeU 3, 2021¶V gRaO iV WR haYe 75% Rf RXU gRaO 
Rf 218 Zhich ZRXOd be 164 PePbeUV Said WhURXgh 
2022; aV Rf WRda\ Ze haYe 158, VR Ze Qeed Vi[ 
PRUe WR PeeW RXU gRaO. 

 
EYeU\RQe VhRXOd haYe UeceiYed WheiU QRWificaWiRQ fURP The 
APeUicaQ LegiRQ aVkiQg fRU \RXU dXeV fRU 2022, VR SOeaVe 
Pake VXUe \RX Wake caUe Rf WhaW aV VRRQ aV \RX caQ.  OQe 
UeaVRQ fRU dRiQg iW QRZ ZiOO SUeYeQW \RX fURP cRQWiQXiQg WR 
UeceiYe PRUe QRWificaWiRQV aQd PiVWakeQO\ Sa\iQg dXSOi-
caWe WiPeV.  I haYe heaUd VRPe PePbeUV WeOO Pe WhaW Whe\ 
aUe gRiQg WR ZaiW XQWiO Whe eQd Rf 2021 WR Sa\ WheiU 2022 
dXeV, bXW I WU\ WR e[SOaiQ WR WheP WhaW Whe SWaWe DeSaUW-
PeQW SXWV UeTXiUePeQWV RXW WhaW haYe ceUWaiQ SeUceQWageV 
WhaW Qeed WR be PeW aW ceUWaiQ WiPeV Rf Whe \eaU, VR Whe 
eaUOieU Ze geW RXU 2022 dXeV iQ, Whe beWWeU Ze ZiOO dR iQ 
PeeWiQg WheVe UeTXiUePeQWV.  Make \RXU check Sa\abOe WR 
MaWWKHZ BORXQW PRVW 555 aQd SXW iW aORQg ZiWh Whe ³DXeV 
NRWice´ iQ aQ eQYeORSe aQd PaiO WR Whe PRVW addUeVV Zhich 
iV 50 RacTXeW COXb PaUkZa\, PeOhaP, AL 35124.  RRQ 
KRRQce ZiOO geW WheP RXW Rf Whe PaiObR[ aW Whe PeOhaP 
SeQiRU CeQWeU, deSRViW \RXU check, aQd VeQd Pe a cRS\ Rf 
Whe ³DXeV NRWice´ fRU Pe WR XSdaWe \RXU PePbeUVhiS iQ 
M\LegiRQ.RUg aV a 2022 Said PePbeU!  I ZiOO WheQ VeQd 

\RXU 2022 PePbeUVhiS caUd Yia USPS aORQg ZiWh a Qice 
OeWWeU WhaQkiQg \RX fRU \RXU SeUYice aQd cRQWiQXed VXSSRUW 
Rf PRVW 555.  I caQQRW ZaiW WR VeQd \RX P\ Qice ³WhaQk 
\RX´ OeWWeU aQd \RXU 2022 PePbeUVhiS caUd ZiWh P\ Vig-
QaWXUe RQ iW; WhaW iV Whe beVW SaUW Rf P\ jRb aV AdjXWaQW; 
WakiQg caUe Rf YOU!!! 
 
If \RX SUefeU Sa\iQg ZiWh a cUediW/debiW caUd, SOeaVe gR WR 
OegiRQ.RUg aQd jRiQ RQ-OiQe.  I check WhaW UeSRUW aOPRVW RQ a 
daiO\ baViV, VR I ZRXOd LOVE WR Vee \RXU RQ-OiQe UeQeZaO if 
\RX Oike UeQeZiQg fURP Whe cRPfRUW Rf \RXU RZQ hRPe. 
 
DR QRW geW behiQd RQ \RXU PePbeUVhiS ViQce WhaW ZRXOd 
affecW Whe ORVV Rf \RXU beQefiWV.  If \RX Sa\ \RXU 2022 dXeV 
afWeU 12/31/21, \RXU PePbeUVhiS ZiOO haYe e[SiUed, VR 
dRQ¶W Wake a chaQce WhaW \RX PighW fRUgeW aQd ORVe \RXU 
YaOXabOe beQefiWV.  EYeU\RQe iV iPSRUWaQW WR Whe PRVW eYeQ 
if \RX caQQRW SaUWiciSaWe iQ PeeWiQgV RU eYeQWV.  We VWiOO 
ZaQW \RX WR VWa\ RQ RXU UROOV aV aQ hRQRUed PePbeU Rf 
PRVW 555. 
 
If \RX aUe a cXUUeQW R.S.V.P. (ReWiUed SeQiRU VROXQWeeU 
PURgUaP) PePbeU, dRQ¶W fRUgeW WR UeSRUW \RXU YROXQWeeU 
hRXUV fRU Whe PRQWh Rf NRYePbeU ZheQ \RX cRPe WR Whe 
DecePbeU 2, 2021 PRVW 555 PeeWiQg.  I VXbPiW Whe hRXUV 
b\ Whe 10Wh Rf Whe Qe[W PRQWh.  If \RX aUe QRW \eW aQ 
R.S.V.P. PePbeU, Whe RQO\ cUiWeUia iV WhaW \RX aUe age 55+ 
\eaUV \RXQg.  YRX Qeed WR cRPSOeWe aQ aSSOicaWiRQ aQd 
VXSSO\ a cRS\ Rf Whe fURQW Rf \RXU dUiYeU¶V OiceQVe (SURRf Rf 
age).  TheUe iV a cRSieU aW Whe SeQiRU CeQWeU WhaW I caQ 
XVe WR Pake a cRS\ Rf \RXU dUiYeU¶V OiceQVe fRU \RX.  EYeU\ 
PRQWh \RX ZiOO UecRUd \RXU YROXQWeeU hRXUV aQ\ZheUe \RX 
VeUYe, iQcOXdiQg PRVW 555 PeeWiQgV aQd eYeQWV.  JXVW OeW 
Pe kQRZ if \RX ZRXOd Oike aQ aSSOicaWiRQ!! 
 
OXU cXUUeQW R.S.V.P. PePbeUV ZiOO be hRQRUed aW Whe De-
cePbeU 2, 2021 AQQXaO VROXQWeeU RecRgQiWiRQ ChUiVWPaV 
BUXQch aW Whe PeOhaP CiYic CRPSOe[ aW 9:00 a.P. WhaW 
PRUQiQg.  We haYe a fXOO WabOe Rf eighW aWWeQdiQg WR eQVXUe 
WhaW PRVW 555 iV ZeOO-UeSUeVeQWed.  If WheUe aUe aQ\ 
³gRRdieV´ diVWUibXWed fRU WhRVe Rf \RX ZhR cRXOd QRW aW-
WeQd, I ZiOO be VXUe WR geW WheP WR \RX. 
 
FRU GRd aQd CRXQWU\ 
NaQc\ J. WaOOeU 
AdMXWaQW 
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SERVICE OFFICER NOTES 
Jerry McClain 
Service Officer 

VA’V WRbaccR ceVVaWLRQ SURgUaPV caQ KeOS ± 
aQ\ZKeUe, aQ\WLPe. 
 
VA haV a UaQge Rf WUeaWPeQW RSWiRQV fRU aOO VeWeU-
aQV ZhR ZiVh WR TXiW VPRkiQg, aYaiOabOe WhURXgh aOO 
VA PedicaO ceQWeUV aQd cRPPXQiW\-baVed RXWSa-
WieQW cOiQicV. YRX Pa\ caOO, We[W, haYe aQ iQ-SeUVRQ 
aSSRiQWPeQW RU haYe a WeOeheaOWh YiViW ZiWh a SURYid-
eU fRU VPRkiQg ceVVaWiRQ cRXQVeOiQg. 
A cRPbiQaWiRQ Rf WUeaWPeQWV ZiOO iQcUeaVe \RXU 
chaQce Rf TXiWWiQg fRU gRRd. YRXU SURYideU Pa\ Uec-
RPPeQd cRPbiQiQg cRXQVeOiQg ZiWh FDA-aSSURYed 
SUeVcUiSWiRQ PedicaWiRQV RU QicRWiQe UeSOacePeQW 
WheUaS\ (NRT) SURdXcWV. ThRVe SURdXcWV Pa\ iQ-
cOXde gXP, SaWcheV aQd OR]eQgeV WhaW caQ heOS \RX 
WUaQViWiRQ aZa\ fURP VPRkiQg. 
TUeaWPeQW RSWLRQV 
x IQ-SeUVRQ cRXQVeOiQg: TRbaccR ceVVaWiRQ cRXQ-
VeOiQg RffeUV VeWeUaQV Whe beVW chaQce Rf becRPiQg 
aQd VWa\iQg VPRke-fUee ZheQ cRPbiQed ZiWh aQRWh-
eU ceVVaWiRQ WRRO, VXch aV PedicaWiRQ RU NRT SURd-
XcWV. VA RffeUV gURXS aQd iQdiYidXaO cRXQVeOiQg WR 
WaOk abRXW VPRkiQg, WUiggeUV aQd OifeVW\Oe chaQgeV 
WhaW caQ heOS \RX RYeUcRPe Whe XUge WR VPRke. 
CeVVaWiRQ cRXQVeOiQg iV URXWiQeO\ SURYided WhURXgh 
VA PedicaO ceQWeUV aQd cRPPXQiW\-baVed RXWSa-
WieQW cOiQicV. 
RePRWe cRXQVeOiQg: VA RffeUV VecXUe YiUWXaO aS-
SRiQWPeQWV WhaW \RX Pa\ aWWeQd fURP \RXU hRPe RU 
aQRWheU SOace Rf \RXU chRRViQg. RePRWe PRQiWRUiQg 
deYiceV aQd WRROV ± VXch aV VA VideR CRQQecW, 
VA¶V VecXUe YideRcRQfeUeQciQg aSS ± heOS bUiQg 
\RXU SURYideUV cORVeU WR \RX. 
x MedicaWiRQV aQd NRT: VA RffeUV FDA-aSSURYed 

SUeVcUiSWiRQ PedicaWiRQV aV ZeOO aV NRT WR heOS 
UeOieYe QicRWiQe ZiWhdUaZaO V\PSWRPV aQd Whe cUaY-
iQgV WhaW cRPe ZiWh TXiWWiQg VPRkiQg. YRXU VA SUR-
YideU caQ gXide \RX WhURXgh Whe aYaiOabOe RSWiRQV 
aQd heOS \RX decide Zhich RQe PighW ZRUk beVW fRU 
\RX. 
x QXiW VET: VeWeUaQV caQ caOO 1-855-QUIT-VET 
(1-855-784-8838) WR UeceiYe WRbaccR ceVVaWiRQ 
cRXQVeOiQg aQd geW heOS bXiOdiQg WheiU SOaQ WR TXiW 
VPRkiQg. QXiWOiQe cRXQVeORUV aUe aYaiOabOe MRQda\ 
WhURXgh FUida\, beWZeeQ 9 a.P. aQd 9 S.P. ET. 
CRXQVeORUV caQ heOS \RX SUeSaUe fRU SRWeQWiaO chaO-
OeQgeV aQd aYRid UeOaSVe. The\ aOVR RffeU cRQWiQXed 
VXSSRUW WhURXgh fROORZ-XS caOOV aQd cRXQVeOiQg. 
CRXQVeOiQg iV aYaiOabOe iQ EQgOiVh RU SSaQiVh. 
x SPRkefUeeVET: FRU WRROV aQd WiSV \RX caQ XVe 
WR TXiW VPRkiQg, VigQ XS fRU SPRkefUeeVET b\ We[-
WiQg VET WR 47848. SPRkefUeeVET SURYideV UegXOaU 
We[W PeVVageV aV ZeOO aV e[WUa VXSSRUW fRU VeWeU-
aQV. Te[W Whe ke\ZRUdV URGE, STRESS RU 
SMOKED WR 47848. 
x PaUa LQVcULbLUVe eQ SPRNefUeeVET eQ eVSaxRO, 
PaQda eO We[WR VETeVS aO 47848. 
TaNe a PRPeQW 
Take a PRPeQW WR iPagiQe \RXU Oife ZiWhRXW VPRk-
iQg. TheQ WaOk ZiWh \RXU SURYideU abRXW Zhich Rf 
VA¶V WRbaccR WUeaWPeQW RSWiRQV PighW beVW PeeW 
\RXU QeedV aQd iPSURYe \RXU Oife, heaOWh aQd fXWXUe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

va.alabama.gov 
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Joe Dunn 
Post Chaplain 

&+$3/$,1·V�XSOLIW 

IW¶V Whe VWaUW Rf Whe ³HROida\ SeaVRQ,´ aQd fRU 
PaQ\, TKaQNVgLYLQg iV a jR\RXV WiPe. FRU PaQ\ 
RWheUV, QRW VR PXch. I XQdeUVWaQd. FRU \eaUV, I 
ZeQW WhURXgh Whe PRWiRQV Rf geWWiQg WRgeWheU ZiWh 
faPiO\ ZheQ I did QRW ZaQW WR; Rf VPiOiQg aQd 
OaXghiQg ZiWh RWheUV ZheQ I did QRW PeaQ iW aW aOO; 
aQd Rf bX\iQg gifWV aW ChUiVWPaV becaXVe I had 
WR, eYeQ WhRXgh fRU VRPe UeOaWiYeV I did QRW ZaQW 
WR Whe VSeQd PRQe\, becaXVe I did QRW eYeQ Oike 
WheP! MaQ\ Rf \RX, P\ feOORZ VeWV, kQRZ e[acWO\ 
ZhaW I¶P WaOkiQg abRXW, UighW? SXch iV Whe APeUi-
caQ cXOWXUe. 
 
ThaW iV a faU cU\ fURP Whe PiOgUiPV ZhR fiUVW OaQd-
ed RQ RXU VhRUeV. The\ WUXO\ ZeUe TKaQNfXO WR 
eYeQ be aOiYe, WR giYe TKaQNV becaXVe VR PaQ\ 
RWheUV didQ¶W Pake Whe YR\age. HRZ eaV\ iW iV fRU 
XV WR fRUgeW ZhaW WUXO\ PaWWeUV iQ Oife; bXW iW ZaVQ¶W 
fRU WheP fRU WheP WR fRUgeW. The\ XQdeUVWRRd 
PVaOP 92:1, ³IW iV gRRd WR giYe TKaQNV WR Whe 
LRUd.´ I fiQd WhaW eaVieU WR dR QRZ WhaW I aP RQ 
Whe dRZQVide Rf a BeOO CXUYe iQ Whe \eaUV WhaW I 
haYe OefW. FUaQkO\, I WhiQk beiQg TKaQNfXO fURP 
Whe heaUW iV becRPiQg a ORVW aUW.  
 
If \RX giYe a gifW WR VRPeRQe, aQd Whe\ dRQ¶W 
eYeQ Va\ ³TKaQN YRX,´ hRZ dR \RX feeO? 
Did \RX kQRZ WhaW GRd feeOV Whe VaPe Za\? We 
aUe cUeaWed Oike HiP. GRd haV ePRWiRQV jXVW 
Oike Ze dR aQd He ORYeV WR be 
TKaQNed. See 2 CRUiQWhiaQV 9:15, 
³TKaQNV be WR GRd fRU HiV iQcUedibOe, XQbe-
OieYabOe gifW.´  
 
ThaW gifW iV GRd Whe SRQ, ZhR ZaV VeQW 
WR WhiV eaUWh aQd Vhed HiV bORRd ZiWh aQ RffeU 
Rf DiYiQe MeUc\ aQd a hRPe iQ heaYeQ WR aQ\ 
ORVW ViQQeU ZhR ZiOO beOieYe HiP aQd WUXVW HiP. 

He ZaQWV XV WR be e[ceediQgO\ TKaQNfXO 
iQ ZhaW He did fRU XV.  
 
I SeUVRQaOO\ cRXOdQ¶W be PRUe TKaQNfXO P\VeOf, 
dXUiQg WhiV hROida\ VeaVRQ, WhaQ WR kQRZ WhaW 
PRUe Rf P\ feOORZ VeWV cRPe WR kQRZ Whe Uea-
VRQ fRU beiQg WUXO\ TKaQNfXO. JeVXV iV Whe Ue-
aO ³ReaVRQ fRU Whe SeaVRQ.´ 
 
ChaSOaiQ JRe 
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     I hRSe aOO had a gUeaW ThaQkVgiYiQg.  We aUe 
PRYiQg cORVeU WR a QeZ \eaU, ZiWh PaQ\ SRVVibiOi-
WieV WR dR VRPe WhiQgV.  I UeaOO\ Qeed SeRSOe WR heOS 
Pe cRPe XS ZiWh ideaV.  EYeQ if \RX aUe QRW SaUW Rf 
Whe AX[iOiaU\, bXW \RX kQRZ Rf eYeQWV cRPiQg XS, 
SOeaVe OeW Pe kQRZ.  
 
     OXU ThaQkVgiYiQg UaffOe bURXghW iQ a Wid\ VXP Rf 
$141.00,  aQd  I ZaQW WR WhaQk eYeU\RQe ZhR SaU-
WiciSaWed iQ iW.   
 
I UeceiYed RXU PRVW cXUUeQW PePbeUVhiS URVWeU aQd 
Ze haYe 17 SeRSOe RQ UROO aQd 16 aUe Said fRU 
2022.  ThaQk \RX fRU UeQeZiQg. 
 
CaUROiQe CXOSeSSeU, 
PRVW 555 AX[iOiaU\ PUeVideQW 
 

 

 

POST 555 WORK AREAS 

HeOOR WR aOO LegiRQQaiUeV: 
 
IW haV beeQ a cUa]\ OaVW feZ ZeeNV fRU Whe TUiSOe Nick-
eO RideUV.  We did ZhaW Ze dR beVW, VhRZ XS aQd VhRZ RXW. 
I Oike WR Va\ VRUU\ fRU OaVW PRQWh'V QeZVOeWWeU, I PiVVed Whe 
deadOiQe fRU P\ cRQWUibXWiRQ WR iW.   
IQ OcWRbeU Ze had RXU AQQXaO MaWWheZ BORXQW MePRUiaO 
ChaUiW\ Ride.  IW ZaV a gUeaW VXcceVV; Ze had a geQeURXV 
VSRQVRU, HRRYeU TR\RWa, WhaW dRQaWed $500.00 WR RXU 
caXVe.  The Uide, ZiWh RideUV fee, 50/50 aQd dRQaWiRQV, 
ZaV abOe WR cROOecW $1135.00 fRU WUeaWhV AcURVV APeUica. 
The RideUV did QRW VWRS WheUe.  We jRiQed Whe RegXOaWRUV 
MRWRUc\cOe COXb RQ Whe beQefiW Uide.  NR! NRW VORZiQg dRZQ 
RQe biW, Ze cRQWiQXed Whe VhRZ Rf VXSSRUW aQd chaUiWa-
bOe kiQdQeVV aQd jRiQed XS RideUV HaUOe\ DaYidVRQ HOG 
ChaSWeU fRU WheiU AQQXaO Tedd\ BeaU Ride fRU Big Oak 
RaQch.  The VPiOe RQ Whe bR\V aQd giUOV aV Ze URde XS aQd 
Oaid RXW aOO Whe VWXffed aQiPaOV RXW fRU WheP ZaV iPPeaVXU-
abOe!    
We keeS Whe ZheeO UROOiQg RQ WR PeOhaP NighW OXW.  A feZ 
Rf P\ feOORZ UideUV aQd P\VeOf bURXghW RXU bikeV RXW aQd 
SOaced Whe PRWRUc\cOeV aORQgVide Whe PRVW WeQW WR VhRZ Rff 
RQe Rf Whe PaQ\ aVSecWV Rf Whe APeUicaQ LegiRQ.  WhR 
dReVQ'W Oike ZaWchiQg OiYe hRcke\?  The BiUPiQghaP BXOOV 
had WheiU AQQXaO MiOiWaU\ ASSUeciaWiRQ NighW.  I jRiQed XS 
ZiWh a feZ Rf P\ feOORZ OegiRQQaiUeV aQd VeW XS a bRRWh WR 
gUeeW RXU feOORZ YeWeUaQV aV Whe\ caPe iQ.  The BXOOV 
ZRQ Whe gaPe.  The UQiYeUViW\ Rf AOabaPa HRcke\ TeaP 
hRVWed Te[aV A&M UQiYeUViW\ fRU MiOiWaU\ ASSUeciaWiRQ 
NighW. The UideUV caPe RXW WR VhRZ VXSSRUW fRU Whe VeWeU-
aQV.   
The RideUV aQd I ZRXOd Oike WR ZiVh eYeU\RQe a MeUU\ 
ChUiVWPaV aQd a HaSS\ NeZ YeaU!! SWa\ Vafe aOO. 
 
DRXg McDaQieO 
TUiSOe NickeO RideUV DiUecWRU  



 

The Triple Nickel 

Matthew Blount Post 555 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 9 

PRVW CRPPaQGHU 
Jeff MRQda\ 

1VW VLFH CRPPaQGHU 
BLOO BOaQN 

 2QG VLFH CRPPaQGHU 
TBD 

AGMXWaQW  
NaQc\ WaOOeU 

AVVW AGMXWaQW 
RRQ KRRQce 

JXGJH AGYRFaWH 
TRP LRQg 

FLQaQFLaO OIILFHU 
BaUU\ BORXQW 

CKaSOaLQ 
JRe DXQQ 

SHUJHaQW-AW- AUPV 
DeUeN WLQWeUV 
AQLWa BeQQeWW 

PRVW SHUYLFH OIILFHU 
JeUU\ McCOaLQ 

HLVWRULaQ 
  SKaXQa HadOe\ 

PXbOLF RHOaWLRQV OIILFHU 
DRULaQ RRVV 

PRVW TUXVWHHV 
FUaQN LaNRWLcK 
RRbeUW HRUVOe\  
CKULV CRPbV 

AX[LOLaU\ PUHVLGHQW 
     CaUROLQe CXOSeSSeU 
     SRQV RI LHJLRQQaLUHV 

BLOO BOaQN, CRPP. 
RRQ KRRQce, AdYLVRU 

LHJLRQ RLGHUV DLUHFWRU 
DRXg McDaQLeO 

FOaJ THaP CRRUGLQaWRU 
RRQ McGULff 

BR\ SFRXWV CRRUGLQaWRU 
DaYLd CRUaP 

JU. SKRRWLQJ DLUHFWRU 
DaUUeOO LaZOe\ 

BaVHbaOO DLUHFWRU 
JRQ FUeePaQ 

 SFKRRO AZaUGV PURJUaP 
FUaQN LaNRWLcK, CKU. 
AZaUGV PURJUaP 
BaUU\ BORXQW, CKU. 

WHbPaVWHU 
RRQ KRRQce 

TULSOH NLFNHO EGLWRU 
FUaQN CKacRQ 
PKRWRJUaSK\ 
CKLc CeccKLQL  
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The Triple Nickel  
is published monthly for members of Matthew 

Blount Post 555. 
50 Racquet Club Parkway 

Pelham, AL 35124 
205-678-1375 

commander@ALpost555.com 
Items for publication are accepted on Executive 

Committee approval and available space. 
Submit articles prior to the 10th of the month 

for publication the following month. We reserve 
the right to edit any submissions for the pur-

pose of publication.  
Letters to the Editor must include name, ad-
dress & telephone number.  Names will be 

withheld upon request. 
Send email to:    Editor@alpost555.com 

  
Photos by Chic CeccKLQL, Post 555 
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We Welcome our new  
Public Relations Officer,  

Dorian Ross 

Meets first Thursday of 
the month. 

 
 

The Qe[W PePbeUVhiS PeeWiQg ZiOO 
Wake SOace aW Whe PeOhaP SeQiRU CeQ-
WeU RQ 2 DecePbeU 2021. DiQQeU aW 6 

PM aQd PeeWiQg aW 7PM 
BUiQg a fUieQd, bUiQg a VeW! 
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World War I ± knoZn at the time as “The Great War´ - 
officiall\ ended Zhen the Treat\ of Versailles Zas signed 
on June 28, 1919, in the Palace of Versailles outside the 
toZn of Versailles, France. HoZever, fighting ceased sev-
en months earlier Zhen an armistice, or temporar\ cessa-
tion of hostilities, betZeen the Allied nations and Germa-
n\ Zent into effect on the eleventh hour of the eleventh 
da\ of the eleventh month. For that reason, November 11, 
1918, is generall\ regarded as the end of “the Zar to end 
all Zars.´ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soldiers of the 353rd Infantr\ near a church at Stena\, 
Meuse in France, Zait for the end of hostilities.  This pho-
to Zas taken at 10:58 a.m., on November 11, 1918, tZo 
minutes before the armistice ending World War I Zent 
into effect. 

In November 1919, President Wilson proclaimed Novem-
ber 11 as the first commemoration of Armistice Da\ Zith 
the folloZing Zords: "To us in America, the reflections of 
Armistice Da\ Zill be filled Zith solemn pride in the her-
oism of those Zho died in the countr\¶s service and Zith 
gratitude for the victor\, both because of the thing from 
Zhich it has freed us and because of the opportunit\ it has 
given America to shoZ her s\mpath\ Zith peace and jus-
tice in the councils of the nations…" 

The original concept for the celebration Zas for a da\ ob-
served Zith parades and public meetings and a brief sus-
pension of business beginning at 11:00 a.m. 

The United States Congress officiall\ recogni]ed the end 
of World War I Zhen it passed a concurrent resolution on 

June 4, 1926, Zith these Zords: 

WheUeaV Whe 11Wh Rf NRYembeU 1918, maUked Whe ceVVa-
WiRQ Rf Whe mRVW deVWUXcWiYe, VaQgXiQaU\, aQd faU Ueach-

iQg ZaU iQ hXmaQ aQQalV aQd Whe UeVXmSWiRQ b\ Whe SeR-
Sle Rf Whe UQiWed SWaWeV Rf SeacefXl UelaWiRQV ZiWh RWheU 

QaWiRQV, Zhich Ze hRSe ma\ QeYeU agaiQ be VeYeUed, aQd 

WheUeaV iW iV fiWWiQg WhaW Whe UecXUUiQg aQQiYeUVaU\ Rf 
WhiV daWe VhRXld be cRmmemRUaWed ZiWh WhaQkVgiYiQg 
aQd SUa\eU aQd e[eUciVeV deVigQed WR SeUSeWXaWe Seace 
WhURXgh gRRd Zill aQd mXWXal XQdeUVWaQdiQg beWZeeQ 

QaWiRQV; aQd 

WheUeaV Whe legiVlaWXUeV Rf WZeQW\-VeYeQ Rf RXU SWaWeV 
haYe alUead\ declaUed NRYembeU 11 WR be a legal hRli-
da\: TheUefRUe be iW ReVRlYed b\ Whe SeQaWe (Whe HRXVe 

Rf ReSUeVeQWaWiYeV cRQcXUUiQg), WhaW Whe PUeVideQW Rf Whe 
UQiWed SWaWeV iV UeTXeVWed WR iVVXe a SURclamaWiRQ calliQg 
XSRQ Whe RfficialV WR diVSla\ Whe flag Rf Whe UQiWed SWaWeV 
RQ all GRYeUQmeQW bXildiQgV RQ NRYembeU 11 aQd iQYiW-
iQg Whe SeRSle Rf Whe UQiWed SWaWeV WR RbVeUYe Whe da\ iQ 
VchRRlV aQd chXUcheV, RU RWheU VXiWable SlaceV, ZiWh aS-
SURSUiaWe ceUemRQieV Rf fUieQdl\ UelaWiRQV ZiWh all RWheU 

SeRSleV. 

An Act (52 Stat. 351; 5 U. S. Code, Sec. 87a) approved 
Ma\ 13, 1938, made the 11th of November in each \ear a 
legal holida\²a da\ to be dedicated to the cause of Zorld 
peace and to be thereafter celebrated and knoZn as 
"Armistice Da\." Armistice Da\ Zas primaril\ a da\ set 
aside to honor Veterans of World War I, but in 1954, after 
World War II had required the greatest mobili]ation of 
Soldiers, Sailors, Marines and Airmen in the Nation¶s his-
tor\; after American forces had fought aggression in Ko-
rea, the 83rd Congress, at the urging of the Veterans ser-
vice organi]ations, amended the Act of 1938 b\ striking 
out the Zord "Armistice" and inserting in its place the 
Zord "Veterans." With the approval of this legislation 
(Public LaZ 380) on June 1, 1954, November 11th be-
came a da\ to honor American Veterans of all Zars. 

Later that same \ear, on October 8th, President DZight D. 
EisenhoZer issued the first "Veterans Da\ Proclamation" 
Zhich stated: "In order to insure proper and Zidespread 
observance of this anniversar\, all Veterans, all Veterans' 
organi]ations, and the entire citi]enr\ Zill Zish to join 
hands in the common purpose. ToZard this end, I am des-
ignating the Administrator of Veterans' Affairs as Chair-
man of a Veterans Da\ National Committee, Zhich shall 
include such other persons as the Chairman ma\ select, 
and Zhich Zill coordinate at the national level necessar\ 
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planning for the observance. I am also requesting the heads the 
heads of all departments and agencies of the E[ecutive 
branch of the Government to assist the National Committee 
in ever\ Za\ possible." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President EisenhoZer signing HR7786, changing Armistice 
Da\ to Veterans Da\. From left:  Alvin J. King, Wa\ne 
Richards, Arthur J. Connell, John T. Nation, EdZard Rees, 
Richard L. Trombla, HoZard W. Watts  

On that same da\, President EisenhoZer sent a letter to the 
Honorable Harve\ V. Higle\, Administrator of Veterans' 
Affairs (VA), designating him as Chairman of the Veterans 
Da\ National Committee. 

In 1958, the White House advised VA's General Counsel 
that the 1954 designation of the VA Administrator as 
Chairman of the Veterans Da\ National Committee applied 
to all subsequent VA Administrators. Since March 1989 
Zhen VA Zas elevated to a cabinet level department, the 
Secretar\ of Veterans Affairs has served as the committee's 
chairman. 

The Uniform Holida\ Bill (Public LaZ 90-363 (82 Stat. 
250)) Zas signed on June 28, 1968, and Zas intended to 
ensure three-da\ Zeekends for Federal emplo\ees b\ cele-

brating four national holida\s on Monda\s: Washington's 
Birthda\, Memorial Da\, Veterans Da\, and Columbus 
Da\.  It Zas thought that these e[tended Zeekends Zould 
encourage travel, recreational and cultural activities and 
stimulate greater industrial and commercial production. 
Man\ states did not agree Zith this decision and continued 
to celebrate the holida\s on their original dates. 

The first Veterans Da\ under the neZ laZ Zas observed 
Zith much confusion on October 25, 1971.  It Zas quite 
apparent that the commemoration of this da\ Zas a matter 
of historic and patriotic significance to a great number of 
our citi]ens, and so on September 20th, 1975, President 
Gerald R. Ford signed Public LaZ 94-97 (89 Stat. 479), 
Zhich returned the annual observance of Veterans Da\ to 
its original date of November 11, beginning in 1978.  This 
action supported the desires of the overZhelming majorit\ 
of state legislatures, all major Veterans service organi]a-
tions and the American people. 

Veterans Da\ continues to be observed on November 11, 
regardless of Zhat da\ of the Zeek on Zhich it falls.  The 
restoration of the observance of Veterans Da\ to November 
11 not onl\ preserves the historical significance of the date, 
but helps focus attention on the important purpose of Vet-
erans Da\:  A celebration to honor America's Veterans for 
their patriotism, love of countr\, and Zillingness to serve 
and sacrifice for the common good. 
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STXadURQ 555 URVWeU cRQWiQXeV WR gURZ ZiWh 2 QeZ PePbeUV, TRP & MichaeO LRQg, 
dXUiQg Whe PRQWh Rf NRYePbeU VeWWiQg Whe STXadURQ¶V URVWeU WRWaO aW fifW\-FRXU WR daWe WhaW iQcOXdeV bRWh acWiYe 
aQd iQacWiYe PePbeUV.  The STXadURQ haV gaiQed Vi[WeeQ QeZ PePbeUV ViQce JXO\ 1, 2021. CXUUeQW PePbeUVhiS 
iV aW 137% Rf Whe 2022 NaWiRQaO gRaO. 
 

                                             
TKe STXadURQ heOd Whe NRYePbeU 9, 2021, PRQWhO\ PeeWiQg aW Whe PeOhaP LibUaU\.   TKe DecePbeU PeeWLQg 
KaV beeQ VXVSeQded dXe WR WKe CKULVWPaV HROLda\V. The Ne[W PeeWiQg ZiOO be JaQXaU\ 11, 2022, 7:00 SP aW 
Whe PeOhaP SeQiRU CeQWeU. The FXWXUe UegXOaU PeeWiQg QighWV ZiOO be RQ Whe VecRQd TXeVda\ Rf Whe PRQWh, 
7:00SP aW Whe PeOhaP SeQiRU CeQWeU. 

DXUiQg Whe PRQWh Rf NRYePbeU, Whe VTXadURQ SaUWiciSaWed iQ PeOhaP PROice NaWiRQaO NighW eYeQW, NaWiRQaO VeWeU-
aQV Da\ AZaUd DiQQeU, aQd Whe BiUPiQghaP BXOOV HRcke\ MiOiWaU\ NighW aORQg ZiWh RWheU PRVW 555 FaPiO\ XQiWV. 

                                 
The STXadURQ iV VSRQVRUiQg SgW. TaQQeU AOdUidge ZhiOe deSOR\ed RYeUVeaV.  The VTXadURQ haV SURYided WZR VhiS-
PeQWV Rf UeTXeVWed fRRd aQd RWheU Qeeded iWePV. The VTXadURQ VhaUed hiV QeedV ZiWh HRSe ChUiVWiaQ SchRRO. TheiU 
Ke\ COXb haV VhiSSed WhUee addiWiRQaO bR[eV. ChUiVWPaV caUdV WR be VeQW WR TaQQeU ZeUe diVWUibXWed WR WhRVe PeP-
beUV aWWeQdiQg Whe NRYePbeU 9Wh PeeWiQg.  

WiVhiQg eYeU\RQe a MeUU\ ChUiVWPaV aQd HaSS\ HROida\V. HRSe WR Vee a ORW Rf RXU PePbeUV aW Whe JaQXaU\ 11Wh 
PeeWiQg. 

FŽƌ GŽd Θ CŽƵnƚƌǇ 

RŽn KŽŽnce 
AdjƵƚanƚ 

SonsȱofȱTheȱAmericanȱLegion 
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