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Message From the Commander’s Desk
Preston Bell

Hope  everyone is 
reviving the recent 
heat wave and are 
doing well.

As a reminder of our 
next District meeting 
is on Saturday, 
August 16, 2025  at 
9:00 AM. The meeting is hosted by 
Post 131 and will be held at the  
Columbiana Recreation Center. It is 
important for  all of you to be there 
unless you notified me of a health 
issue or a prior that will prevent you in 
attending.

 District 23 has enjoyed a good year 
so far thanks to your hard work.

We are now staring new year for 
2025-2026.

Our goal is still to have every post at 
or over 100% by end of March. As of 
August 8, 2025, District 23 is at 44.4%

I encourage each Post to take 
advantage for your time to do buddy 
checks. We all know veterans that are 
alone at this time of the year. It is 
especially important to contact them. 
Make a visit if possible. Also local 
nursing homes with veterans. They 
would appreciate a visit.

2025-2026 will be a busy year.

The District will recognize a District 
Legionnaire of the Year and Auxiliary 
member of the year. These 

presentations will occur at the 
February Winter  meeting.  All District 
23 Posts are requested to submit an 
nominee for each of these awards. 
Include a short narrative describing 
your reason for your  nomination.  
Nominations are to be send to 
Preston Bell at prbell37@gmail.com 
before the November Fall meeting.

Posts should already have their 
2025-2026 Officers in place. I request 
you send me a list of your 
Commander, Vice Commander and 
Adjutant with respective contact 
information. This is needed to 
establish a updated roster  of key 
contacts in each Post. This 
information will allow means of 
communicating District information to 
Post’s point of contacts for the 
distribution of the Newsletter and 
other key information.

Thank you for your efforts. Let’s keep 
it up. Also hope to see you at the Fall 
District meeting on November 1, 
2025, in Sylacauga, Post 45, 9 
am-12pm. 

 If you are having problems, just ask 
for assistance. We are more than 
willing to assist you any way we can.

See you at the meeting

Preston Bell                                   
23rd District Commander 
prbell37@gmail.com

mailto:prbell37@gmail.com
mailto:prbell37@gmail.com
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Next District Meeting

Summer District 23 Meeting 2025 

When:  Saturday August 16, 2025
Where:  Post 131 at Columbiana Recreation Center 
194 Washington Street , Columbiana, Alabama

Directions to Meeting Location

The American Legion Post 131 - Columbiana 
Recreation Center - Follow East College Street to 
Washington Street- Turn onto Washington 
Street .Follow Washington for a couple blocks. 
Recreation Center will be on the right.
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Spring District 23 Meeting                                                    
Post 138, Alabaster, Alabama
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The District 23 Dispatch Is 
published quarterly  for the 
members of American Legion 
Alabama District 23. Items for 
publication are accepted on the 
Executive Committee approval 
and available space.

Submit articles prior to the no 
later than 14 days for publication 
the prior to the monthly quarterly 
meeting. We reserve the right to 

edit any submissions for the 
purpose of publication. 
Letters to the Editor must include 
name, address and telephone 
number. Names will be withheld 
upon re- quest. 
Send email to: 
ron.koonce@gmail.com

Copyright 2022 
American Legion Alabama 
District 23

The District 23 Quarterly welcomes articles from Posts 
within the District to be published. 

 Recommended subject matter is past and future 
activities of your Post or any American Legion or 
Veteran-related subject matter.  

The articles need to be proofed and “print ready”prior 
to sending to the editor for publication.  If the article 
includes graphics or photos, it is helpful to include 
additional separate photos in Jpeg format along with 
your article.

The newsletter will be published on the first of the 
quarter prior to the meeting month. Deadline for 
articles will be two weeks prior to the publishing date.  
A reminder will be sent to each Post prior to deadline. 

Items for publication are accepted on Executive 
Committee approval, available space and American 
Legion regulations. Please submit articles via email to 
Ron Koonce, Editor at: ron.koonce@gmail.com

For God & Country
Ron Koonce
Public Relations Officer

Follow the District 23 news on Facebook  

https://www.facebook.com/
alabama23district


Public Relations  
Update

DISTRICT 23 DISPATCH 
Published specifically for the members of  Department of  Alabama District 23  

mailto:bhsro4102@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/alabama23district
https://www.facebook.com/alabama23district


 District 23/ Summer 2025

5

Legion/District 23 Activities 
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Precision shooter American Legion Junior 3-Position Air Rifle 
National championship                                                                              

Carly Seabrook from Post 555 finished 2nd in the top eight of the precision class.                            
Carley also finished first Place in the Alabama Precision class.

District 23 2025-20256 Elected Officers

Commander -  Preston Bell

Vice Commander- Dennis Murphy 

DEC Representative- Carolos Sanders 
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2026 Alabama Yellow Hammer 
Legion College                                       

Class 7-25

Yolanda R. Banks                                                         
Carla M. Biniecki                                                     
Pamella D. Braswell                                                         
Jason G. Ferguson                                                       
Curtis P. Henderson ,Jr.          
Angela F. Hunter                       
Jessie L. Kinnaird                    
Nancy D. Newman                  
Garry L. O”Gwin               
Christopher S. Phillips          

Myron D. Ramsey s      
Christopher S.Shaver                  
Scott L Shoemaker                 
Dennis M. Vaglica                     
James R. Whitaker               
Rebekah L. Woodyard       
Kimberly R.Bell                         
Guy A. Bradstreet                        
Joel T. Carranza                    
Victoria J. Forguson                 

Earnest L. Holt                      
Marsha King                            
Jerrell R. Messenger              
William L. Newman              
Brandi N. Patterson                
Joshua J. Raby                        
Randall M. Shuffler               
Richard A. Sherrow                
David B.Swanson                   
Nathan M. Tidwell                     

Divison 2

District 23 
Graduates 

Kimberly Bell 
David Swanson

Class 2025_ 7                                   
& Staf
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 Department of Alabama 
Convention 

July 25-27, 2025

The Department is proud to announce that Mr. 
Willie Rogers was elected as Department 
Commander on January 26, 2025, following a 
decision made during executive session. His 
appointment reflects a lifetime of leadership, 
dedication, and unwavering service to our country 
and fellow veterans.


Mr. Rogers' eligibility for this prestigious role is 
built on a strong foundation of experience within 
The American Legion. He previously served as the 
Department Senior Vice Commander (2024–2025) 
and Junior Vice Commander (2023–2024). His 
commitment to service began long before, when 
he joined the United States Air Force in 1972. He 
honorably retired in 1992 after 20 years of 
distinguished service.Since joining The American

Legion in 2005.


Commander Rogers has dedicated nearly two 
decades to serving veterans. He led Post 122 W. 
Clyde Northington Post in Pratville, Alabama as 
Post Commander, served five years as 32nd 
District Commander, completed two terms as 3rd 
Division Commander, and held roles as both 
Department Junior and Senior Vice Commander. 
His passion for mentorship and civic engagement 
has also been evident in his long-standing 
involvement with the Department Oratorical 
Program, where he has served as Chairman for 14 
of the last 16 years. On the national level, he has 

been a dedicated member of the National 
Oratorical Commission and its committees since 
2017. 

In addition to his military and Legion service, Mr. 
Rogers began a civil service career in 1997 as an 
instructor in Disaster and Emergency Response 
for the Department of Defense. He served at the 
Ira C. Eaker College of Leadership Development, 
Commanders Professional Development School 
at Air University, Maxwell Air Force Base. Over the 
years, he trained more than 10,000 senior DoD 
officers and civilian first responders across the 
globe. 

Mr. Rogers concluded his professional career with 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA), where he served as an Inspector and 
Trainer under the Chemical Stockpile Emergency 
Preparedness Program (CSEPP). 
Commander Rogers’ lifelong commitment to 
leadership and public service continues to inspire. 
We look forward to the vision and dedication he 
brings to this role as he leads our Department into 
the future.

106th Department Commander  
Willie Rogers 
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 Department of Alabama 

Montgomery, Alabama


